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'l;aping o% Mor(;ccan leftist op

position leader Mchdi Ben
Barka in Paris is progressive
y embroiling France andg
Morocco and wrecking the ex

ortnight ago existed between
the two countries. .
King Hassan II, who was td
rvave stopped in Paris on' his

ay back from a visit to Wes{
Germany at the end of thig
honth, has canceled thosg
blans. French Agriculture Min
ster Ldgard Pisani ha
alled off a trip to Rabat
where he was scheduled tg
help initiate a new agriculturg
nstitute, set up w1th FrencH
“hssistance.
| The Moroccans are angry
ver French police allegationg

personally involved in the kid
:paping. Oufkir is said to havd
.feared that Ben Barka would
‘be taken into the Raba
‘kovernment in an effort by
the King to win leftist sup
‘bort for his regime and tha
his would erode his (Oufkirs

cllent relations that until g

. ‘that Moroccan Interior Minisj
‘fer Mohammed OQufkir way

idnaping. He fled to Morocco
immediately after the crime,
ut the Moroccan. police pro-
ss to have lost track of him.
n the present atmosphere, it
i thought unlikely that the
oroccan authorities are real-
trying to locate him.
French police are also in-
reasingly skeptical about the
ossibility that Ben Barka will
dver be found alive. Their
fheory is that he was probably
tilled shortly after the kid-
haping. i
But the Moroccans are sug-
besting that it was the French
olice, not Moroccans, who
tidnaped Ben Barka. Minister,
f Agriculture Mahjoubi Ahar-
lane, in an interview Thurs-
lay, said sarcastically: “We
re too great novices and lack
o0 much experience to suc-
eed in sd complex an opera-
ion. For that, it would be nec-
bssary for our agents to ben-
bfit by the aid of one of the,
French services whose compe-!
ence in the matter has alrea-
y becn proved.”

The Moroccan insinuation
gainst the Tvrench police
hifts ground from a previous
oroccan hint that the opera-'
ion was performed by the
merican Ceptral Intellizence,
gency,. Rabat’s desife being,
pparently, to pin.the respon-
ibility on anyone other than
oroccans., But the Moroccan
\population ~does not seem to
e entirely convinced 'that its
overnment is blameless,
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‘What the French are askin
ow is. ,the extradition : o

ince- a 48-hour protest strike
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